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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed 4/30/07. 

Claims 1-31 have been resubmitted and pending examination. 

EXAMINER 'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Geza Ziegler, Reg. # 44004 on 5/25/07. 

4. The application has been amended as follows. 
CLAIMS: 

The claims have been amended in accordance to the herein attached copy of the fax 
Amendments provided by the Applicant, entitled 'Amendment', dated 5/26/07. 

EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

5. Claims 1-31 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art taken separately or jointly does not suggest or teach the following features. 
A method or computer medium storing instructions to implement the method, the method 
to load and start user interface software (UIS) of an expansion card coupled in a releasable 
manner to a electronic device, (i) the user interface software comprising a basic module (BM) 
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and a user interface module (UIM); the method comprising storing the stored basic module (BM) 
and the user interface module (UIM) in a memory storage of the electronic device prior to the 
loading/starting of the user interface software (UIS); loading of the UIS in two phases, wherein 
(ii) the first phase comprises starting the previously stored BM, said started BM setting up 
communication signaling between the user interface layer and the device drivers of the electronic 
device, wherein the setting includes initialization of parameters necessary for the expansion card 
and generating of error messages when operating system incompatibilities issues are detected; 
and wherein (iii) the second phase comprises using the setting by the started BM, loading the 
previously stored UIM when the expansion card is coupled and detected by a detecting element; 
and wherein the started UIM is utilized to control the function of the expansion card; as recited 
in claims 1,7, 14, 15, 21,28. 

Shih, USPN: 6,405,362, teaches loading of an expansion card software onto the device 
upon the card being coupled to the device by means of the device pertinent event-monitoring 
module previously started on the device to monitor any card coupling event; however the loading 
software by Shih fails to teach or suggest prestoring the very 2 modules pertinent to the UI 
software to be loaded, i.e. separate modules being a BM and a UIM stored in a memory of the 
device prior to any starting of the UIS as in (i); such that the BM is started prior to the 
attachment of the expansion card to set up the parameters/layers of the expansion card or device 
as recited in (ii); and using the setting of the BM to detect and load the UIM previously stored on 
the device upon detecting the expansion card coupling, and using the UIM to control the function 
of the expansion card as recited in (iii), hence not loading software from the expansion card. 
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Garney, USPN: 5,319,751, discloses 2 components of a software on a coupling card, and 
upon the card being coupled, using the device setting by the first component of this coupled card 
to execute and install the second component thereof while this component is still stored in the 
coupling card, but does not teach or suggest the prestoring of the BM and the UIM as in (i); the 
setting of parameters of the started BM prior to the expansion card coupling as in (ii) and using 
the setting of the BM in the second phase to start the prestored UIM to operate the expansion 
card as this card is coupled to the device, as in (iii). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to tuan A Vu whose telephone number is (272) 272-3735. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4:30PM/Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571)272-3756. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-3735 ( for non-official correspondence - please consult Examiner before 
using) or 571-273-8300 ( for official correspondence) or redirected to customer service at 571- 
272-3609. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from' either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Tuan A Vu 
Patent Examiner, 
Art Unit 2193 
May 27, 2007 


